HOLCOMBE BURNELL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Meeting of Holcombe Burnell Parish Council held at Longdown Village Hall
on Monday 14t July 2025 at 7.30pm.

PRESENT ABSENT

Clir Charles Eden (Chairman) CliIr Chloe Bickley

Clir Marion Bulley Clir Louise Brind (Vice-Chair)

Clir Graham Flood CliIr Sir Henry Studholme

Cllr Sharon Wood IN ATTENDANCE: Jim Roberts (Clerk and RFO)

1 Open Forum
No members of the public present.

2 Apologies
Apologies had been received from ClIr Bickley who had another engagement and Clir Brind
who is working away. Council RESOLVED to accept the reasons given.

3 Declarations of Interests & Changes to Registers of Interests
Clir Eden declared an interest in 7.1.1 as the applicant..

4 Minutes
Council RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 9th June 2025 as a true
& correct record. The Chairman duly signed them.

5 Reports of the District and County Councillors

C/ClIr Connett

Council NOTED C/ClIr Connett’s written report:
Devon trials pothole repair blitz as part of £83m road maintenance programme
Devon County Council highways teams will carry out a repair blitz on potholes in a
few trial areas of the county following a decision by Councillors.
While approving an £83 million programme of capital funded highway maintenance
schemes, Councillor Dan Thomas, Cabinet Member for Highways, stated that the
condition of Devon’s roads is not up to scratch because the county is “grossly under
resourced by central government”. Councillors backed proposals to trial areas where
all potholes would be filled, rather than just dealing with safety defects.
Although the exact details are still to be agreed, this pilot would be used to establish
the budget implications of changing maintenance procedures.
https://www.devon.gov.uk/news/council-to-trial-pothole-repair-blitz-as-part-of-83-
million-road-maintenance-programme/
Improving EHCP assessment timeliness
We know how important timely support is for children and young people with special
educational needs and disabilities (SEND), says Devon County Council. That’'s why
improving the speed and efficiency of Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP)
assessments is a top priority for the authority.
Right now, around 1,400 children are going through the statutory
assessment process in Devon, which is significantly more than in
many similar local authorities. We recognise this can cause delays,
and we are taking steps to change that and make the process quicker
and smoother, without compromising on quality or fairness.
We’'re also trialling a new approach to speed up the initial decision | - s
about whether to carry out an EHCP assessment. The new timescales | Chairman’s
will be: Initials
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o For practitioner requests (e.g. from a school or health service): decisions will
be made within 2 weeks
« For parental requests: decisions will be made within 4 weeks (to give us time
to collect any extra information from schools or other services that might help
us decide whether an assessment is needed)
This is a big step forward from the current 6-week decision period, and it's designed
to get children the support they need more quickly. Our educational psychology team
will be completing more assessments by pausing some aspects of their work. They
are focusing in improving the speed that their advice is provided, and they have
refreshed their reports to ensure they are clear and accessible.
https://www.devon.gov.uk/children-families-education/news/working-together-to-
improve-ehcp-assessment-timeliness/
The NHS Healthy Start scheme helps young families on low incomes to buy
healthy food and milk.
If you're more than 10 weeks pregnant or have children under four and receive
certain benefits, you could be eligible for NHS Healthy Start.
Once on the scheme, you'll receive a prepaid card, which you can use to buy fruit,
vegetables, pulses, milk and infant formula. The card will be topped up with
payments every four weeks and you can use it in most places that sell healthy food
and accept Mastercard® payments. You can also get free Healthy Start vitamins.
Find out if you're eligible for NHS Healthy Start and apply online now
https://www.devon.gov.uk/children-families-education/news/nhs-healthy-start-
scheme-helps-young-families-on-low-incomes/
D/ClIr Parrott sent apologies that he could not attend due to a clash with his own Parish
Council meeting. He offered his assistance with any District Council issues the Parish
Council wised to raise.
D/ClIr Lake sent apologies that he could not attend due to ill health. Council NOTED his
written report:
Following my apologies given previously here is my brief report
1. no issue other than play park funding on agenda seems like something | could
help with from my community fund it is currently in high demand so application
online is suggested quickly
2. no issues have been brought to my attention from residents or councillors so if
any issues at meeting you think | can help with district related then please contact
me and I'll be glad to assist

6 Village Concerns

6.1 Highways Matters

6.1.1 Council is concerned that the Highways work is planned for certain dates and then it
doesn’t happen. Whilst Council understands that changes are unavoidable in certain
circumstances there is no communication of changes which would be very useful. DCC
Highways often seem unaware of the movements and changes that the contractors
implement. The Chairman will email Cllr Connett.

Council is pleased that the resurfacing of the B3212 has begun and that some of Nogsland
Lane has been resurfaced and lines marked. However, the worst part of the lane from the
Shepherds Ford bridge to Barton Head, which has more and heavier traffic
than the bottom end of the lane, has still to be done.

The Chairman had contacted the NHO to advise that two drains had been
tarmacked over and chippings were observed in a third. NHO advises that
the contractor will sort these out.

There had been an issue with the reopening of the road, which had been | - s
promise by 15:00 to allow for school traffic movements. In fact the road was Chairman’s
reopened at 17:15. Surprisingly, when enquiries were made before the road Initials

Page |2 2025-07



https://www.devon.gov.uk/children-families-education/news/working-together-to-improve-ehcp-assessment-timeliness/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/children-families-education/news/working-together-to-improve-ehcp-assessment-timeliness/
https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/children-families-education/news/nhs-healthy-start-scheme-helps-young-families-on-low-incomes/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/children-families-education/news/nhs-healthy-start-scheme-helps-young-families-on-low-incomes/

was open the staff responsible for traffic management at DCC Highways had no way of
making contact with the contractors.

6.2 Power Cuts

The National Grid’s Team Manager for Network Services (South West) / Distribution —
Devon has offered to attend the September Parish Council meeting and neighbouring
parishes will be invited to attend. Council is concerned that there is no indication of repair
action planned, upgrades to infrastructure, timetables for implementation and tree surgery
arrangements on the high voltage lines. Council queried whether the system was getting
overloaded with demand for the existing cabling and transformer, due to the new properties.
6.3 Support for Volunteer Group

CliIr Brind reported that due to her being away frequently over the last couple months the
work on the bus stop has halted. She aims to get back to this asap and it should be
completed by meeting in September.

6.4 Play Area funds

Council has been advised by the LVHT that instead of the Memorandum of Understanding
to cover the transfer of the play area back to the Longdown Village Hall Trust (LVHT) there
will need to be a Deed of Surrender. The Chairman has sent a draft Deed to the LVHT to
consider but not had a reply to date. The Chairman will pursue this matter.

Council RESOLVED not to sign the cheque (see 10.2.2 below) until the paperwork is
completed.

6.5 Vehicle-Activated Signs (VAS)

Council discussed the purchase of an additional sign. ClIr Flood had recently spoken to all
the residents along the straight who confirmed that speeds had increased since the VAS
had been moved from the straight to the 30mph zone. ClIr Studholme had suggested that
the Council use the £400/yr set aside for maintenance of the VAS equipment to build up
enough to add to the existing CIL reserves of £1288 and then purchase another VAS.
After discussion Council was concerned that the current quote of £2589 + VAT for a
replacement would have increased significantly by 2028 when the funds would have been
raised. Council was also aware that TDC had mentioned returning unused CIL funds and
this could be an issue if the CIL is not used for another 3 years. The amount of CIL
remaining is not sufficient to fund alternatives eg Village Gateways or an item of Play
Equipment. Finally, Council knows that the speed of traffic on the straight remains the top
concern of residents as expressed in the original research of the village when the first two
VAS were bought.

Council RESOLVED to buy an additional sign and use the £400 budget on maintenance for
the next 3 years to cover the amount above the existing CIL reserves and restore the
general reserves.

7 Planning & Consultations
7.1 Planning Decisions Council NOTED the following decisions:
7.1.1 25/00894/AGR Mount Boon Agricultural building
PRIOR APPROVAL NOT REQUIRED
7.1.2 25/00878/AGR Kingsford Farm Agricultural building
PRIOR APPROVAL REFUSED
7.2 Consultation — TDC Planning Parish Forum Feedback
Council was invited to consider the following:
We would be very interested in your feedback and would ask you the following
questions:
1. For those who attended the forum, how useful was the Biodiversity Net
Gain Session?
2. For those who attended the forum, how useful was the Local
Government Review Session?
3. The daytime sessions are much better supported, the evening sessions
have fewer than half the attendees & are in single figures. Should we
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have just one forum at 2-4pm?
4. What future topics would you like covered?
5. Is there any other feedback you can give us to improve these forums?
Possible future topics:
e Neighbourhood planning workshop once Teignbridge Local Plan adopted.
o Conservation Areas and Listed Buildings
Topics already covered:

o Local Government Review update introduced end 2024)

e Teignbridge Local Plan update o Teignbridge Local Plan

o Biodiversity Net Gain e Overview of the planning

e Planning Enforcement application process

e Community Infrastructure Levy e Role of town/parish councils

Changes to NPPF (key changes

As the one who attends Chairman will submit his comments.

Council asked the clerk to find out the state of the backlog of planning applications at TDC
and how the new Government policy of standardised recycling arrangements nationwide will
affect TDC residents.

8 Budget Review
Council NOTED the budget review for the first quarter of 2025-26, see appendix A.

9 Reports

9.1 Clerk’s report

The clerk mentioned the attendance of the Police at a future meeting after discussions with
the local team (PC Tina Jordan and PC Tom Gage who replacing PC David Hawkins). As
Mondays don't fit in with Policing arrangements in their small team. Council will consider a
change of meeting day in October or November to accommodate.

9.2 Footpath Warden’s report The new Footpath Warden will attend in September.

9.3 Defibrillator report

The new pads have arrived and are in the cabinet. The machine is working correctly.

9.4 Facebook items

The Chairman will post about the National Grid attendance at September’s meeting

10 Finance

10.1 Council NOTED the current balance of £ 16,656.14.
10.2 Payments

Council RESOLVED to make the following payments except 10.2.2 (see 6.4 above)
10.2.1 Grounds Maintenance June works £ 140.00

100.00

10.2.3 LVHT Room hire Aug 2025 to July 2026 inv 002701 £

10.2.4 Post Office Ltd MDDC Dog Waste Bin inv 94003299658 £ 387.60

10.2.5 J P Roberts clerk pay (June) £ 192.78
Reimbursements: Pension Fund (June) £ 6436 £ 257.14

10.2.6 HMRC for clerk’s PAYE Income Tax (June) £ 44.20

10.2.7 ElanCity-UK Purchase of VAS sign £ 3107.99

11 Date of Next Meeting —
The next meeting will be held at 7:30pm on Monday 8" September 2025

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8:54pm.

Clir C E G Eden, Chairman
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