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HOLCOMBE BURNELL PARISH COUNCIL 
 
MINUTES of the Meeting of Holcombe Burnell Parish Council held at Longdown Village 
Hall on Monday 14th April 2025 at 7.30pm. 
 

PRESENT        ABSENT    
Cllr Charles Eden (Chairman)  Cllr Chloe Bickley   
Cllr Louise Brind (Vice-Chair)   Cllr Graham Flood  
Cllr Marion Bulley    Cllr Sharon Wood   

 Cllr Sir Henry Studholme    
 
IN ATTENDANCE:   District Cllrs Kevin Lake & John Parrott   

County Cllr Alan Connett 
Jim Roberts (Clerk and RFO)   

      
 

1   Open Forum     
No members of the public present.  Council was grateful to the LVHT for putting the 
heating on. 
 
2   Apologies   
Cllr Wood has a diary clash, Cllr Bickley is away and Cllr Flood is overseas.  Council 
RESOLVED to accept the reasons given. 
 
3   Declarations of Interests & Changes to Registers of Interests 
None  
  
4   Minutes    
Council unanimously RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 10th 
March 2025 as true record.  The Chairman duly signed them. 
 
5   Reports of the District and County Councillors    
5.1  County Council Report 
C/Cllr Connett reported that DCC was quiet in the run up to the 1st May election.  DCC 
has spent £65,000 on Local Government Review (LGC).  This matter is currently with the 
Government.  The next deadline for DCC is September for more detailed proposals.  The 
DCC Conservative group favour one Unitary Authority for Devon, Labour prefer the 
Exeter Unitary proposal and the LibDems are against a single Unitary Authority.   
The verge on the C50 junction is due to be done and C/Cllr Connett will keep chasing this 
matter. 
Kingsford Lane is included in the plan for this year but no specifics on the actual date. 
5.2 District Council Report 
5.2.1  D/Cllr Parrott reported: 
TDC is working with Torbay, South Hams DC  & West Devon DC to amalgamate under 
LGC although Plymouth wants to take part of both South Hams and West 
Devon.  The second unitary would be Exeter, East, Mid & North Devon and 
Torridge DC.  Exeter City Council is submitting their own proposal to 
become a unitary authority, this may have already been submitted.  The 
Districts are waiting to hear what options can go forward.  
The TDC Local Plan is currently on hold because of the elections.  After the 
election further consultations will take place on specific sites.  The inspector 
has indicated that the Plan is basically sound but he has identified issues 
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with some particular sites.  This will be decide the content of the consultations.  The Local 
Plan will move towards adoption by full Council in the autumn.  It will allow the housing 
targets that pre-date the recent increases to be locked in, a better position than that some 
authorities who have been given increased targets by the Government.  This will give 
TDC a five-year breathing space.   
Development around the site at Peamore will be consulted upon as the grounds of 
Peamore House have now been listed.  900 properties at Markham’s Farm look likely to 
go ahead as well as the Atwell’s Farm site. 
The Lower Brenton Farm Landfill Site goes to the DCC Planners on Wednesday and a 
decision is expected.  The Officer’s recommendation is for refusal.   
Council asked about the impending changes to Class Q rules in May and whether this 
would mean more houses or fewer.  This is not known at this time. 
D/Cllr Parrott’s community funds will re-open in May for local groups to apply for a small 
grant.  He hopes the money can be committed earlier in the financial year rather than 
later. 
5.2.2  D/Cllr Lake reported the following: 
His community fund is also available in May. 
He has had no issues raised by residents of Holcombe Burnell this month. 
D/Cllr Lake will email the Chair of DCC about the process of the Lower Brenton Farm 
Landfill Site planning application with which he was most dissatisfied.   
He is also dissatisfied with the LGC as Unitary arrangements haven’t worked in Cornwall 
or Somerset and the area is too fragmented for a single authority.  D/Cllr Lake does not 
believe this will help devolution of powers and it will lead to rural areas losing out 
financially.   
Council discussed the route HGVs might use for Lower Brenton but no-one present could 
give a definite answer.  A traffic plan would normally be required for an application like 
this. 
Council wanted to thank C/Cllr Jerry Brook (a previous ward representative) who is 
standing down at this election.  C/Cllr Brook had given a great deal of support to 
Holcombe Burnell Parish Council over the years he was our Ward representative.  
Council is very grateful to him and wishes him well for the future. 
  
6   Village Concerns     
6.1  Highways Matters 
The Chairman and the clerk met with the Neighbourhood Highways Officer and visited 
sites in the village.   
Gulley on B3212 
Clerk to seek confirmation of which drains have been cleared. 
Gulleys on B3212 not on the DCC map 
The NHO has taken details the missing gulleys. 
Gulley by Mount Boon 
Missing a ramp to divert the water into the drain. 
Gulley and drainage on Farrants Hill 
The gulleys have been emptied this week.  Council will monitor the situation. 
Kingsford Lane Resurfacing 
Clarification of the dates for resurfacing would be appreciated. 
Ploughing of gulleys near the Railway Station 
Clerk to check if these have been emptied. 
Chapel Hill drainage 
A pipe leads to a ditch from the drain at the Village Hall which gets 
blocked.  The drain may be broken or blocked.  Ideally needs another 
drain above the Village Hall. 
Footpath opposite Timbertops 
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NHO is checking if this is a DCC-owned verge.  Council considered the options for 
creating a path once the pavement ends to access the path to Marjons.  Council noted 
the narrowness at the Straight end of the path.  The fence has collapsed but the 
landowner is planning to restore it in due course.    

     [C/Cllr Connett left the meeting at 8:24pm] 
6.2  Support for Social Club Volunteer Group 
Cllr Brind has arranged a meeting of volunteers on Wednesday to see what can be 
done to tidy up the bus stop.   
6.3  Moving the Speed Signs 
Council will organise this change as the evenings lengthen.     
 
7    Planning  
7.1   Decisions 
Council NOTED the following decisions: 
7.1.1  24/02090/FUL  Trees, Perridge Lane  Barn conversion  GRANTED  
7.1.2  24/02103/FUL  Foxmoor Barn  Retention of agricultural track  GRANTED   
7.2   Applications 
7.2.1   25/00441/FUL  Pitt Farm  EX6 7SB  Rebuild house and create gym 
Council RESOLVED to make no comment on this application. 
7.2.2  25/00492/CONSLT  Longdown BT Payphone  Closure    
Council understands that this phone has not been used for 12 months.  Council NOTED 
that the box will be removed and hopes that a light can be placed to make up for the 
illumination that will be lost when the kiosk has gone. 
 
8   Events    
8.1  VE 80th Anniversary   
Council NOTED that the beacon might not be possible due to resource issues.   It 
cannot be publicised widely as there are limited facilities for members of the public.  
Council will be notified if it is going ahead. 
 
9  Reports       
9.1  Clerk’s report   
The clerk reported the following: 
The financial year-end procedures continue.  He attended a free webinar hosted by 
HMRC on the changes for the new tax year for employers. 
Clerk attended a meeting and tour of Highways Issues with the NHO and the Chairman 
(see above). 
The LVHT treasurer has contacted the clerk about funds for repairs to the Play Area 
after a recent inspection.  Council hopes that a Memorandum of Understanding can 
finally be signed concerning the change of responsibility for the Play Area from the 
Council to the LVHT which took place in 2023.  Payment to the LVHT for maintenance 
funds will be listed in May.   
The clerk intends to ask the regular Auditor to complete the Internal Audit for the Annual 
Governance and Accountability Review. 
9.2  Footpath Warden    
It is still hoped that the footpath warden from Whitestone may be 
interested. 
9.3  Defibrillator report   
CHECK THIS WITH CHLOE Cllr Bickley confirmed that it is working – 
needs the pads ordering at the end of May 
9.4  Items for Facebook 
None this month. 
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10  Finance      
10.1  Balance of funds  
Council NOTED the current balance of  £ 13,977.49. 
10.2 Payments 
Council RESOLVED to make the following payments: 

10.2.1  DALC Annual subscription, invoice  6488  £ 257.58 
10.2.2  J P Roberts  clerk pay (March)        £ 204.08 
             Reimbursements:    Pension Fund (Mch)   £   64.36   £ 268.44 
10.2.3  HMRC clerk’s PAYE Income Tax (March)  £   44.20 
 

11  Date of Next Meeting     
Monday 12th May 2025 including the Annual Parish & Annual Council Meetings.  This 
meeting will start at 7pm.   
 
  
 
 

  
  
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8:56pm. 
 
 
 
 
Signed   ………………………………………….…   Date   ………………………… 
             Cllr  C E G Eden, Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


