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HOLCOMBE BURNELL PARISH COUNCIL 
  
MINUTES of the Meeting of Holcombe Burnell Parish Council held at Longdown Village Hall 
on Monday 13th October 2025 at 7pm. 
 

PRESENT        ABSENT    
Cllr Charles Eden (Chairman)   Cllr Chloe Bickley  
Cllr Louise Brind (Vice-Chair)  Cllr Sir Henry Studholme   
Cllr Marion Bulley   
Cllr Graham Flood     
Cllr Sharon Wood 

 
IN ATTENDANCE:   Two members of the public 

District Cllr John Parrott, Jim Roberts (clerk and RFO)  
 
Prior to the meeting two managers from the National Grid gave a presentation about the issues 
that affect the electricity supply.  The Council and six members of the public heard that the 
infrastructure is regularly inspected and replaced quickly if faults are found.  The power cuts 
are caused by damage, trees, lightning or even birds.  The managers were willing to take 
individual issues and come back to a later meeting.  Whilst not entirely reassured everyone 
was grateful that the National Grid managers visited us and we hope that the frequency  power 
cuts will reduce as a result of the efforts they described.  Give details of how to complain eg 
website. 
 
1  Open Forum    
Neither member of the public wished to say anything 

 

2  Apologies  
Cllrs Bickley and Studholme sent apologies.  Council RESOLVED to accept the reasons 
given. 

 
3  Declarations of Interests & Changes to Registers of Interests  
No declarations of interests or changes. 
  
4  Minutes  
Council RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 8th September 2025 as a 
true & correct record.  The Chairman duly signed them. 
 
5  Reports of the District and County Councillors    
5.1  Devon County Council 
C/Cllr Alan Connett had sent apologies that he could not attend this evening.  No report this 
month.  He has passed on concerns about the closure of roads for works that will cut the 
Parish off from Exeter. 
5.2  District Council 
D/Cllr Parrott reported that there was a bye-election and Kevin Smith was 
elected as a District Councillor.  He is on Exminster Parish Council and will 
work hard for the residents of the Ward.  The D/Cllrs will liaise to try to attend 
all Parish Council meetings.   
Local Government Reorganisation is ongoing and options need to be 
submitted by November.  The Districts and the County will come up with 
different options but the Government will decide in spring 2026.  More 
functions will be devolved from central Government to the new Unitary 
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Councils.  Teignbridge already shares some services with other Devon Districts to save 
money and avoid duplication. 
D/Cllr Parrott reminded the meeting that his Community Fund has reopened which is 
available to support local (non-Parish Council) groups with small grants (£1-£200).   
The Chairman reported that he had been to a Planning Forum in Bovey Tracey and was 
pleased to report that Teignbridge Planning has improved performance and the backlog has 
declined significantly.  They have appointed experienced Planning Officers.  
 
6  Village Concerns      
6.1  Highways Matters  
6.1.1  Cats’ Eyes:  There is a stretch of the B3212 that has had the cats’ eyes removed.  
These will not be replaced as Highways have confirmed that the carriageway is not 5.3m  
wide and therefore cannot have a central divide.  
6.1.2  Council had no double yellow line/no waiting proposals to forward to DCC this year. 
6.2  Grit Boxes 
Cllr Bulley reported that Baker’s Hill box is empty.  The Kingsford Lodge, Chapel Hill & 
Village Hall boxes are all half empty.  The clerk will report. 
6.3  Support for Volunteer Group 
Cllr Brind reported that the project is ongoing and no further support is needed at this time.  
The flower boxes will be constructed next spring if time does not permit before. 
6.4  Play Area paperwork and funds 
Council had submitted the signed Deed of Understanding for the LVHT signatures but had 
heard nothing.  Clerk will retain the signed cheque until all the paperwork is in order. 
6.5  Remembrance Day  
Council RESOLVED to donate £50 as the wreath is in good condition and can be reused 
this year.  Cllr Bulley will lay the wreath. 
6.6  Quarter 2 Budget Review 
Council reviewed the budget and accepted that there is a need to budget to restore the 
reserves to cover the 3rd VAS camera which had   
 
7  Planning & Consultations  
7.1  Planning Decision  
Council NOTED the following decision: 
7.1.1  24/00462/CDLP  Westwood Farm Barn conversion to 5 dwellings    APPROVED  
7.2  Consultations 
7.2.1  Teignbridge Draft Charter 
Councillors will read the draft and make comments individually as they see fit.  
 
9  Reports        
9.1  Clerk’s report   
The clerk reported that, further to para 9.1 of his contract of employment, an increase of 
3.6% had been agreed to the national pay scales.  This increase applies from 1st April 2025 
and had been included in this month’s wages (see 9.2.2 below). 
There is a Devon Pension Fund Employers Meeting on 24th October if any Cllr wished to 
attend. 
The Teignbridge Archaeological Society had emailed to offer their involvement 
in any historical activity with which the Council may be involved. 
Clerk will look at January’s meeting to see if a visit from the local Police can 
be organised.  
8.2  Footpath Warden’s report  
Council thanked the Footpath Warden for his report and looked forward to his 
further details on the Holcombe Burnell paths. 
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8.3  Defibrillator report  
Cllr Bickley confirmed that the defib is working and has been reported to The Circuit. 
8.4  Facebook items 
Chair will post about the National Grid meeting.  
 
9  Finance 
9.1  Council NOTED the current balance of £14,483.16 
Council asked the clerk to complete the overdue CIL report to TDC. 
9.2  Payments 
Council RESOLVED to make the following payments:  

9.2.1   Grounds Maintenance  September works       £   140.00 
9.2.2   J P Roberts  clerk pay (September)   £   235.42 
  Reimbursements:    Pension Fund (Sept) £     76.79 

        Speed sign fixings   £     24.70     £   336.91 
9.2.3   HMRC for clerk’s PAYE Income Tax (September)  £     52.80 
  

 
10  Date of Next Meeting  
The next meeting will be held on  Monday 10th November 2025  
 
 
  
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:14pm. 
 
 
 
 
Signed   ………………………………………….…   Date   ………………………… 
             Cllr  C E G Eden, Chairman 
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