HOLCOMBE BURNELL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Meeting of Holcombe Burnell Parish Council held at Longdown Village
Hall on Monday 13t January 2025 at 7.30pm.

PRESENT ABSENT
ClIr Charles Eden (Chairman) None
Clir Louise Brind (Vice-Chair)

Clir Chloe Bickley

Clir Marion Bulley

Cllr Graham Flood

Clir Sir Henry Studholme

Clir Sharon Wood

IN ATTENDANCE: County Clir Alan Connett, Jim Roberts (Clerk and RFO)
District Clir Kevin Lake [from 7:48 pm]

1 Open Forum
None,

2 Apologies
None

3 Co-Option of New Councillor
These matters had been dealt with at November’s meeting.

4 Declarations of Interests & Changes to Registers of Interests
None.

5 Minutes
Council RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meetings held on 11" November 2024
as true record. The Chairman duly signed them.

6 Reports of the District and County Councillors

6.1 DCC C/Clir

C/ClIr Connett reported the following:

He will doggedly pursue the improvements to the junction at the C50 junction at Pocombe
Bridge.

The Government is planning to change the structure of local government by combining
County & District Councils into a single unitary authority. DCC have voted to postpone
(possibly scrap) the elections due in May. Various structures are being proposed for
Devon, Plymouth & Cornwall and the preference for a mayor. Council discussed the
timescales and DCC vote but could see no avenues for expressing local views at this
time.

Council asked about the maintenance of roads and C/Clir Connett reported
that street sweeping is a TDC responsibility, but Highways had responsibility
for potholes. He encouraged regular reporting as the best way to push for

action. [ClIr Connett left the meeting at 7:56pm]

6.2 District Council Report .
D/ClIr Lake reported: Chairman’s
He was pleased to report that he had received contact from the named Initials
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officer at DCC regarding footpaths with details of the latest position with Holcombe
Burnell. The clerk will ensure the necessary papers are resubmitted.

D/ClIr Lake attended an emergency meeting at TDC about the plans for unitary Councils
in Devon or Cornwall. He felt that District Councils had a useful role to play for their
communities and that the evidence of savings from smaller unitary Councils was mixed.
D/ClIr Lake feared most for the rural communities which would be sidelined and starved
of investment.

7 Village Concerns

7.1 Grounds Maintenance Contractor for 2025

Council RESOLVED to continue with the current contractor for 2025 and the clerk will
ensure the necessary insurances are in place.

The Chairman will discuss the gates to the play area and the clearing of the bin with the
Village Hall Committee.

8 Planning

8.1 Decisions

Council NOTED the following planning decisions since the last meeting:

8.1.1 GRANTED 24/01705/HOU St Angelo EX6 7SS Two storey side extension
8.1.2 PRIOR APPROVAL REFUSED 24/01440/NPA Westwood Farm 5 dwellings
8.1.3 CERTIFIED LAWFUL 24/01827/CLDE Foxmoor Farm Agricultural building
8.1.4 GRANTED 24/01680/NPA Montgomery House Office to dwelling

8.2 Applications

8.2.1 24/01853/FUL West Wheatley Farm Retention of a self-build dwelling (further
to 19/02450/NPA)

Council RESOLVED to make no comment on this application.

9 Consultations

9.1 The Exeter Plan 2021-2041 Deadline 6" February

Council noted that Exeter plans to extend the boundary of the city as part of their
unitary Council bid. There are no details available of the plans for the boundary.
Council decided to await further developments and make no comment at this stage.
9.2 Devolution and local government reorganisation

Council had discussed this in depth with C/Clir Connett under item 6.1.

10 Reports

10.1 Clerk’s report

National Grid

The clerk asked for clarity about the contact with National Grid. Council is concerned
that the power cuts have increased since the previous meeting and there were 42
power cuts in the past year. The main concern is the outdated electricity infrastructure
and Council urgently seeks clarification on the timescale for renewal of cabling etc.
The clerk was asked to contact OfGem if the National Grid weren’t any help.

The clerk had had some success with the website which he was now able to edit. The
final hurdle is publishing the newly edited pages for which he would seek advice.

The rest of his time had been taken up with the budget and precept work
(see item 11.2 below).

10.2 Footpath Warden and P3 Paperwork

The clerk will ask the outgoing Footpath Warden to assist with the
paperwork for 2025-26 P3 administration in preparation for the new
warden. ClIr Bulley will access the Council’'s Facebook page to start the
search for a new warden. Chairman’s
Council hopes that the next project will be a short path opposite Treetops. Initials
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https://publicaccess.teignbridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SN04EDPZGOP00
https://exeterplanpublication.commonplace.is/

10.3 Defibrillator report

It's fine — The pads will expire in May. Agenda for March
10.4 Items for Facebook

Footpath Warden (see 10.2 above).

11 Finance

11.1 Balance of funds

Council noted the current balance of £ 15,652.42

11.2 2025-26 Budget and Precept

Council reviewed the budget performance and confirmed that the spending was as
expected (see appendix A). Council is confident the budget for 2024-25 would be met.
The budget for 2025-26 was carefully scrutinised line-by-line to ensure all obligations
will be met and fiscal responsibility is maintained.

Council RESOLVED to set the precept at £ 9,390 for 2025-26 (see appendix A) and the
clerk will action accordingly.

11.3 Payments

Council RESOLVED to make the following payments

11.3.1 J Bush December invoice £ 80.00
11.3.2 J P Roberts clerk pay (Nov & Dec) £ 453.80

Reimbursements: Pension Fund (Nov & Dec) £ 105.89 £ 607.38
11.3.3 HMRC for clerk’s PAYE Income Tax (June) £ 105.89
13 Date of Next Meeting Monday 10" February 2025

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:16pm.

Clir C E G Eden, Chairman
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Appendix A

Holcombe Burnell Parish Council Budget 2025-26

2019 -20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2024-25
Detail Actual Actual Actual Actual Actuals Budget FYF Budget
Insurance £ 339 £ 350 £ 583 £ 618 £ 505 £ 700 £ 235 £ 700
Courses/iraining £ 50 £ 75 £ 36 £ B8 £ - £ 75 £ 75 £ 150
Hall Hire: £ 55 £ - £ 199 £ 100 £ 100 £ 120 £ 100 £ 150
Elactions £ 205 £ 50 £ 300 £ 300 £ 316 £ 300 £ 300 £ 300
dog waste bin £ 143 £ 130 £ 284 £ 304 £ 695 £ 350 £ 357 £ 400
Play Area Inspection / donation £ 72 £ 75 £ 86 £ 88 £ - £ 750 £ 750 £ 750
Play area revamp(2019) P3 work (2923) £ 6,680 £ 3,114 £ -
Grass Culting, Repairs & Footpaths £ 400 £ 920 £ 1966 £ 1,801 £ 856 £ 1900 £ 1,800 £ 1,600
Clir Trawel (2020-21) & Resarves 2025-25 £ 50 3 - £ -
Software Subscriptions £ 120 £ 65 £ 80 £ 120 £ £ 200
Staff Costs (Fay, Pension & Tax) £ 2,999 f 3,798 £ 2,851 £ 3,223 £ 3,426 £ 3,700 £ 3620 £ 4,000
5137, s106 & CIL £ £ = £ 5,095 £ - £ 1,560 £ -
Int Auditor exps £ 15 £ 20 £ 17 £ 20 £ 22 £ 30 £ 30 £ 100
DALC £ 125 £ 130 £ 148 £ 142 £ 171 £ 220 £ 242 £ 300
printing donation £ 120 £ - £ - £ -
Foppy Wreath £ 25 £ 25 £ 25 £ 29 £ - £ £ -
Dronations £ 260 £ - £ 1,300 £ - £ 300 £ 350 £ 400
defib £ 200 £ a7 72 £ 325 £ 68 £ 175 £ 175 £ 200
Misc incl stationery & stamps £ 673 £ 629 £ 286 £ 211 £ 26 £ 200 £ 150 £ 140
Quesn’s Platinum Jubilee/Coronation £ £ - £ 126 £ 646 £ -
Totals i 12,361 £ 6,349 £ 7,009 £ 11,699 £ 12,095 £ 8940 £ 10,044 £ 9,390
Reserves
[Erection reserves £ 700 £ 1,000 £ 1,300 £ 1,300 £ 1,300 £ 1,600
[Plav Areareserves £ 140 £ 140 £ 140 £ 140 £ 140 £ 140
IP3 reserves £ 1,521 £ 1,371 £ 1,257 £ 1,143 £ 4371 £ 4,371
Defib funds £ 50 £ - £ - £ 250 £ 250 £ 250
CIL £ 7,738 £ 7,738 £ 7,839 £ 1,839 £ 1,839 £ 279
Ringfenced reserves £ 10,150 £ 10,250 £ 10,536 £ 4,672 £ 7,900 £ 6,640
General reserves £ 5,745 £ 9,467
NE Bank Balance £ 17,211 (1 Apr 2024)
Precept To Budget +
Total Precept £ 490 £ 5060 £ 5060 £ 7,588 £ 7,915 £ 8,940 £36.31
Tax base households 262.7 268.1 257.3 260.0 260.2 258.6 258.6
per Band D Household per year £ 1888 £ 1887 £ 19.67 £ 2918 £ 30.42 £ 34.57 £9,390
Precept Decision for 2025-26 £9,390 + 15 pence per household per month
Chairman’s
Initials
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