
P a g e  | 1 2 0 2 5 - 0 5  

 
HOLCOMBE BURNELL PARISH COUNCIL 

 
MINUTES of the Meeting of Holcombe Burnell Parish Council held at Longdown Village 
Hall on Monday 12th May 2025 at 7.30pm. 
 

PRESENT        ABSENT    
Cllr Charles Eden (Chairman)  Cllr Sir Henry Studholme   
Cllr Louise Brind (Vice-Chair)   Cllr Sharon Wood 
Cllr Chloe Bickley 
Cllr Marion Bulley         
Cllr Graham Flood    

 
IN ATTENDANCE:    Jim Roberts (Clerk and RFO)   

 
    

Annual Parish Meeting 
  
 

A The Chairman’s report 

Cllr Eden, Chairman, reported that the Council was pleased that the Vehicle Activated 

Speed Signs were now fully functioning.  These have been appreciated by the 

community.  They were paid for by the CIL money, which was received as a result of the 

new houses on the garage site. 

The Chapel Hill drainage from the Village Hall down past the first few properties is 

being fully investigated. 

Council hopes that the footpaths warden is now recruited as the residents enjoys the 

use of this valuable resource. 

Dog waste bin collections have been increased at the beginning and end of the 

summer.   

Council continues to monitor the highways closely and welcomed the resurfacing of 

Nogsland Lane, but remains concerned that Kingsford Lane may not have the full 

resurfacing promised as costs have escalated. 

If any members of the community would like to be parish Councillors please come 

forward, you will be made very welcome. 

 

B Matters raised by members of the public  

No members of the public present. 
 

Annual Council Meeting 
 

1  Election of Chair and Vice-Chair 
Council RESOLVED to elect Cllr Charles Eden as Chairman and Cllr Louise Brind as 

Vice-Chair for the following year. 

 
2  Open Forum    
No members of public present. 
 
3  Apologies   
Cllr Studholme could not attend as he is away and Cllr Wood has 
suffered a recent bereavement.  Council RESOLVED to accept the 
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reasons given.   
4  Declarations of Interests & Changes to Registers of Interests 
None. 

 
5  Minutes  
Council RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting on 14th April 2025 as a true 
& correct record.  The Chairman duly signed them. 
 
6      Reports of the District and County Councillors    
D/Cllr Parrott apologised that he could not attend due to a meeting clash with the Parish 
Council on which he serves.  D/Cllr Lake is working away and apologised that he could 
not attend.  C/Cllr Connett sent apologies that he could not attend.  
 

7  Village Concerns      
7.1  Highways Matters  
Council noted that the drain at the Village Hall has been cleared and it is hoped that 
rainwater and run-off will now drain correctly.  The speed limit sign towards Exeter at 
the edge of the village had fallen down.  Cllr Brind and the clerk will report this. 
The pothole on Chapel Hill between Beer’s Piece & The Vista and a second one close 
to it just down the hill will need to be reported.  Cllrs Brind & Bickley will ensure this is 
done. 
Council is grateful that Highways have filled in the pothole by the Crow’s Nest. 
The Chairman reported that the cat’s eyes have already been removed despite advice 
that the work would take place on 9th June.  These were removed for surface dressing.  
Some of the cat’s eyes removed were only installed about a year ago.  
7.2  Support for Volunteer Group 
The volunteer group is meeting soon at the bus stop and will survey what needs doing 
and work will happen in the subsequent evenings.  Cllr Brind will approach D/Cllr 
Parrott & C/Cllr Connett for further funds as necessary.   
7.3  Moving the Speed Signs 
Cllr Brind will hope to find volunteers to move the signs and will liaise with the clerk re 
progamming the correct speed.    
7.4  Website and email addresses 
Due to changes at national level Council is now obliged to have an email address that is 
a hosted domain that ends .gov.uk or .org.uk.  Council asked the clerk to get the ball 
rolling.   The clerk advised that the Council may need a new website at approx. £1000 
and ongoing hosting costs for email addresses will be incurred in perpetuity. 
8  Planning  
Council NOTED the following planning decisions: 
8.1  25/00052/FULL  Marcliff, Bakers Hill  Storage shed and access track  REFUSED 
8.2  25/00412/NPA  Westwood Farm  Change of use PRIOR APPROVAL GRANTED 
8.3  24/01960/FUL  RSPCA, Black Hat Lane  New animal accommodation  GRANTED 
 

9  Accounts for 2024-25 
9.1  Accounts 
Council RESOLVED to approve the accounts and the Chairman duly signed them (see 
appendix A). 
9.2  Budgetary performance 
Council NOTED the report for the full year 2024-25 against the budget 
(see appendix B). 
 

10  Reports        
10.1  Clerk’s report  
Clerk advised of the receipt of a planning appeal (25/00020/REF), but the 
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deadline is after the next meeting.   
As it is a new financial year Council will review the following documents: 
Revision of Standing Orders,  
Financial Regulations    
Risk Assessment 
Due to the length of these documents Cllrs will review the documents in preparation for 
adoption at June’s meeting. 
10.2  Footpath Warden’s report 
The clerk will ensure that the incoming and outgoing Footpath Wardens have met and 
are liaising effectively. 
10.3  Defibrillator report   
Cllr Bickley confirms that it works and new pads are now required.            
10.4  Facebook items 
Council will try to recruit Councillors and encourage people to join in with volunteer work 
at the bus stop. 
 

11  Finance 
11.1  Current balance  
Council NOTED the current balance of  £ 13,630.08.   
11.2  Payments 
Council RESOLVED to make the following payments: 
    11.2.1   Grounds Maintenance  April works         £   140.00 
    11.2.2   Zurich Insurance   Annual premium   approx  £   581.12 
    11.2.3  J P Roberts  clerk pay (April)     £   192.78 
  Reimbursements:    Pension Fund (April)  £     64.36     

Payment for March’s grounds maintenance  £     70.00 £   327.14 
    11.2.4  HMRC for clerk’s PAYE Income Tax (April)    £     44.20 
  

14  Date of Next Meeting – Monday 9th June 2024.  
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8:47pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed   ………………………………………….…   Date   ………………………… 
             Cllr  L J Brind, Chair  
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Appendix A 
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Appendix B 
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