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HOLCOMBE BURNELL PARISH COUNCIL 

  
MINUTES of the Meeting of Holcombe Burnell Parish Council held at Longdown Village Hall 
on Monday 12th January 2026 at 7:30pm. 
 

PRESENT        ABSENT    
Cllr Charles Eden (Chairman)   Cllr Chloe Bickley  
Cllr Graham Flood    Cllr Louise Brind (Vice-Chair) 
Cllr Sir Henry Studholme                      Cllr Marion Bulley 
Cllr Sharon Wood 

 

IN ATTENDANCE:   Jim Roberts (clerk and RFO) 
 
1  Open Forum    
The Chairman opened the meeting with a welcome to all.  There were no members of the 

public present. 

 

2  Apologies  
Cllr Bullen sent apologies as she was feeling unwell.  Cllrs Bickley & Brind sent apologies 
and, sadly, confirmed their resignations from the Council.  Council RESOLVED to accept the 
reasons given. 

 
3  Declarations of Interests & Changes to Registers of Interests  
No declarations of interests or changes to Registers of Interests.. 
  
4  Minutes  
Council RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 10th November 2025 as a 
true & correct record.  The Chairman duly signed them. 
 
5  Reports of the District and County Councillors    
5.1  Devon County Council 
No report this month.   
5.2  District Council 
D/Cllr Parrott sent his apologies due to diary clashes and offered help with any matters sent 
to him.   Clerk to contact the Cllrs and other D/Cllrs about reports and attendance.    
 
6  Village Concerns      
6.1  Highways Matters  
6.1.1  Buddle Lane Roadworks  
Council noted that the B3212 18-week road closure (subsidence at Steps Bridge and 
Doccombe) has reduced the bus service.  Cllr Wood advises that Country Bus have 
changed the service reducing to 4 times a day and currently only from Dunsford to Exeter 
(not Moretonhampstead).  The timetable is normally reviewed in April but the roadworks will 
be there until August.  The reduced bus service is particularly a problem for students and 
other non-drivers.  Clerk to contact Alan Connett to see what can be done. 
6.1.2. Kingsford Lane 
Council awaits further updates on the completion of repairs to Kingsford Lane. 
6.1.3 
Clerk will enquire about the schedule for gritting, especially Black Hat Lane. 
6.1.4  Perridge Lane SWW Emergency work 
Council is disappointed with the slow response of SWW to attend and repair 
this issue.  The work was not started until Friday afternoon and then 
immediately ceased.  This is in addition to the closure of the lane from 5-mile 
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Hill across the A30.  The leak on that road began in July, was not attended to until 18th 
November.  The lane was closed for 10 days as the leak continued.  The team came to fill 
the hole and reopen the road 3 times only to find that the repair was still leaking.  On the 
fourth visit they filled the hole while pumping out water at the same time.  The Chairman has 
sent details to DCC Highways. 
6.2  Council Website and Email Addresses 
Clerk will provide cost details for February’s meeting.      
6.3  National Grid and Power Cuts 
The village trees affecting high-voltage power lines were marked up for work in July 2024 
but not worked on until Christmas 2025 .  Word from the technicians is that National Grid 
had changed the process for management and surgery for trees, only to realise the new 
system doesn’t work and hopefully they are reverting to the old methods. 
6.4  Play Area Paperwork and Funds 
Still awaiting signature from Longdown Village Hall Committee and no date has been set for 
the next LVHC meeting.  Council currently holds the cheque for the payment. 
6.5  Tree for the Bus Stop 
Council RESOLVED to ask for one tree for the bus stop area opposite the Lamb.  Clerk will 
request a Devon Whitebeam (Haldon Variety) as this is the most suitable tree for the spot. 
6.6  Dog Waste Bin Emptying 2026-27 
Council RESOLVED to keep the schedule as extended last year (£334 for 2026-27).   
6.7  Budget and Precept 
6.7.1  2025-26 Quarter 3 Budget Review 
Council reviewed the budget for 2025-26 against the year-to-date and the clerk’s full year 
forecast.  Council noted that the only expenditure over budget will be the additional vehicle-
activated speed sign, the funds for which will be recovered over future years at £400 per 
year, and the play area funding for LVHC which has been budgeted for in previous years. 
Council RESOLVED to approve the Quarter 3 Budget Review as presented. 

 
Council requested a bank reconciliation which the clerk will provide with 
future reviews. 
6.7.2  2026-27 Budget and Precept 
Council carefully considered the budget for 2026-27 item by item.  Next year 
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will require funds for the obligatory website and email changes as well as £400 for vehicle-
activated speed sign maintenance.  There are also inflationary pressures on all costs. 
Council RESOLVED to set the precept at £10,350 for 2025-26.  This 9% increase means 
each average (Band D) household will pay an additional £3.19 next year which is 27p per 
month from April. 

 
7  Planning & Consultations 
Planning Decisions 
Council NOTED the following decisions: 
7.1.1  25/00441/FUL  Pitt Farm  Demolition and rebuild         GRANTED 
7.1.2  25/01621/FUL  Montgomery House, Extension            REFUSED 
7.1.3  25/01838/VAR  West Wheatley Farm Change of use   REFUSED 
7.1.4  25/02110/AGR  Pitt Farm  Agricultural Barn    REFUSED 
Planning Applications 
7.2.2  25/01958/FUL  Lamb Inn, Longdown  Conversion to flats 
Council noted that this was the biggest change in the village for a long time and 
noted the almost unanimous support for the conversion on Facebook and in the 
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comments already made on the TDC website under this application.   
Council RESOLVED to support this application and make the following comments: 
Holcombe Burnell Parish Council supports this application given the almost unanimous 
support in the community expressed via Facebook and via the comments already made on 
the application. 
Holcombe Burnell Parish Council would welcome any actions the applicant could take to 
encourage biodiversity and enhancements for nature.  Suggested actions are: 

• Ensuring outside lighting is carefully positioned and where possible shaded from above to 
reduce the impact that lighting has on bats, night flying birds and insects.  

• Installing swift bricks. 

• Installing bat boxes and/or bat bricks. 

• Avoid removing existing tree and hedging as well as consider planting new hedgerows 
instead of fencing, this helps wildlife move more freely across the parish as well as creating 
connectivity for species such as hedgehogs and bats.  

• Planting berry and fruit-bearing trees.  

• Maintaining hedgehog highways. 
7.2.3  25/02067/VAR  Pitt Farm  Demolition & rebuild dwelling and gym variation 
Having no objection to the plans Council RESOLVED to make no comment on this 
application. 

 
8  Reports        
8.1  Clerk’s Report   
The clerk reported the following items: 
He apologised for the late issue of the agenda. 
He reminded the Council that their Registers of Interests need to be kept up to date and 
TDC had asked him to check  
TDC have issued a survey concerning the District budget.  The parish Council was not 
asked to submit comments but TDC hopes for a good number of responses.  Council urges 
all Parishioners to consider completing the survey by which can be accessed via this link 
to the TDC Survey page. 
8.2  Footpath Warden’s Report  
No report this month. 
8.3  Defibrillator Report  
Cllr Bickley confirmed that the defib is working and has been reported to The Circuit. 
8.4  Facebook items 
Chairman will post an item in an effort to encourage more new Councillors 
 
9  Finance 
9.1  Council NOTED the current balance of £ 18,324.07 
9.2  Payments 
Council RESOLVED to make the following payments:  

9.2.1    J P Roberts  clerk pay (Nov & Dec)     £   470.84 
  Reimbursements:    Pension Fund (Nov & Dec)  £   153.58 

        J Bush Dec Payment   £     80.00     £   704.42 
9.2.2   HMRC for clerk’s PAYE Income Tax (Nov & Dec)    £   105.60 
  

10  Date of Next Meeting –  7:30pm Monday 9th February 2026  

 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8:35pm. 
 
 
Signed   ………………………………………….…   Date   ………………………… 
             Cllr  C E G Eden, Chairman 

https://publicaccess.teignbridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T73VX0PZGZF00
https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/consultation-and-community-engagement/live-consultations/budget-survey/
https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/consultation-and-community-engagement/live-consultations/budget-survey/

