HOLCOMBE BURNELL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Meeting of Holcombe Burnell Parish Council held at Longdown
Village Hall on Monday 11" November 2024 at 7.30pm.

PRESENT ABSENT

Clir Charles Eden (Chairman) Clir Chloe Bickley

Clir Louise Brind (Vice-Chair) [from 7:45pm]

Clir Graham Flood Clir Sir Henry Studholme

Clir Marion Bulley
Clir Sharon Wood

IN ATTENDANCE: Jim Roberts (Clerk and RFO)

1 Open Forum
No speakers present.

2 Apologies
Apologies were received from CliIr Bickley due to domestic commitments. Council
RESOLVED to accept the reasons given.

3 Co-Option of New Councillor
Clir Wood signed the Declaration of Office.

4 Declarations of Interests & Changes to Registers of Interests
None.

5 Minutes
Council RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meetings held on 14" October 2024
as true record. The Chairman duly signed them.

6 Reports of the District and County Councillors

6.1 DCC C/CliIr

No report this month.

6.2 TDC D/ClIrs

No report this month. D/Clir Lake sent apologies that he was away on holiday and
D/ClIr Parrott had a clash with another meeting.

7 Village Concerns

7.1 Longdon Village Volunteer Group
Clir Brind (Vice-Chair) wanted to seek Council support for a volunteer group she was
hoping to form to tidy up the public areas of the village, focussing on the bus stop
area. Parish Council funds would be needed to support the costs of materials
although she is convinced that some residents will be willing and able to donate
spare items.

Council RESOLVED to support this project and looked forward to
supporting this financially in the spring.

7.2 Parking and Waiting Restrictions

Council NOTED C/ClIr Connett’s email but had no projects to submit this

year.
7.3 TDC Public Toilets Consultation
Council RESOLVED to support the points made in the parishioner’s email
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to TDC & DCC to which they had been copied. The clerk will email the Lead Officer.
8 Planning
Planning Application
24/01705/HOU St Angelo EX6 7SS Two storey side extension.

[ClIr Brind left the meeting at 8:06pm to take an urgent call]
Council RESOLVED to make no comment on this application.

9 Events

9.1 DCC Meet the Leader

Council noted the event but no-one is available to attend.

9.2 Remembrance Day

Council had used last year’s wreath and the donation to the Royal British Legion of
£50 would be made as resolved at the last meeting.

10 Reports
10.1 Clerk’s & Footpath Warden’s Report
The clerk reported:
Connecting Devon & Somerset & Airband — A review had recently taken place of this
scheme to connect rural properties to fast broadband suppliers with Airband seeking
to revise its contract with CDS. Our cluster, FO2, is not one that Airband will progress.
CDS is seeking alternatives.
TDC has advised that funding is still available through the Green Business Grant for
projects that will help businesses and community organisations reduce their energy
bills. Awards of up to £20,000 can be made and these need to be completed by 28
February 2025. The scheme will close when all funding is allocated.

[ClIr Brind rejoined the meeting at 8:11pm]
The National Joint Council for Local Government Services has come to an agreement
on the 2024/25 pay award, applicable from 1st April 2024 to 31st March 2025. The
increase is approximately 5.8% and has been allowed for in the Council’s budget (see
item 11.2 below).
Lloyd’s Bank are changing the Council’'s Banking to a Community Account. This will
cost £4.25 per month and there will be charges for paying in cash (85p/£1.50), paying
in cheques (85p/£1) and for each cheque the Council pays out (£1). Council may wish
to consider changing to a cheaper alternative.
The clerk had learned that the Footpath Warden intends to step down from the role
after over 20 years. The FW was increasingly frustrated with the difficulty in getting
work both estimated for and completed. The local suppliers were no longer interested
in footpaths work. Furthermore DCC had been difficult to contact for nonths with
emails going unanswered and no working relationship possible since the departure of
his most recent contact left. The problems on Footpath 8 through Cutteridge Farm
had been exasperating too with the solution decided upon being unlikely to work in the
FW’s opinion. In conclusion the FW urged the Council to find a new Warden and he
offered his full support in passing the responsibilities and his knowledge on.
Council RESOLVED to write a letter of thanks for his many years of invaluable work.
Mike Long will be sorely missed as he set a very high standard of work which
benefitted the community for over 20 years.
Council asked the clerk to advise DCC of the result of their actions.
A new Warden will be sought.
Council asked the clerk to bring proposals for a new website
separate from a new supplier.
10.2 Footpath Warden’s report | oo

, Chairman’s
See clerk’s report. o
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10.3 Defibrillator report

Clir Bickley has reported to the Circuit.

10.4 Items for Facebook

Council will seek a volunteer to be a Footpath Warden

11 Finance

11.1 Balance of funds

Council noted the current balance of £16,053.61.

11.2 Half-Year Budget Review

Council noted the figures supplied by the clerk (see Appendix A below) and was
pleased to note the budget is on course to be met this year (the CIL spend is from
funds received in earlier years).

11.3 Payments

Council RESOLVED to make the following payments:

11.3.1 J P Roberts clerk pay (Oct) £ 184.06
Reimbursements: Pension Fund (Oct) £ 6126 £ 245.32
11.3.2 HMRC for clerk’s PAYE Income Tax (June) £ 42.20
11.3.3 J Bush Grounds Maintenance (Nov) £ 135.00
11.3.4 The Royal British Legion Donation £ 50.00

12 Date of Next Meeting
Monday 13™ January 2025

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:02pm.

Cllr C E G Eden, Chairman

Appendix A
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Holcombe Burnell Parish Council Budget Performance 2024-25

Detail

Insurance

Courses/training

Hall Hire

Elections

dog waste bin

Play Area Inspection

Play area revamp

Grass Cutting, Repairs & Footpaths

Cllr Travel

Software Subscriptions

Staff Costs (Pay, Pension & Tax)

$137,5106 & CIL

Int Auditor exps

DALC

printing donation

Poppy Wreath

Donations

defib

Misc incl stationery & stamps

Queen's Platinum Jubilee/Coronation

Totals
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2019-20
Actual

339
50

55
205
143
72
6,680
400

2,999

15
125
120

25
260
200
673

12,361
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2020-21
Actual

350
75

50
130
75

920
50

3,798

20
130

25

97
629

6,349

2021-22
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Actual

583
36
199
300
284
86

1,966

120
2,851

17
1438

25

72
286
126

7,099

2023-24

Budget Actual
f 700 £ 505
£ -
f 120 £ 100
f 300 £ 316
f 350 £ 344
f 100
£ 1900 £ 1,542
£ -
f 120
£ 3700 f£ 2,852
f - £ 5,095
f 20 £ 22
f 148 £ 171
f - £ -
f 25 £ 25
f - f -
f 75 £ 68
f 300 £ 89
f 300 £ 645
£ 8,158 £ 11,774
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Budget

700

75
120
300
350
750

1,900
120
3,700
30
220

300
175
200

8,940
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M [l bbb

M

535

100

357

505

2,012
1,560

242

300

59

5,670
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535

75
100
300
357
750

1,900

120
3,600
1,560

30

242

350
175
200

10,294
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