HOLCOMBE BURNELL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Meeting of Holcombe Burnell Parish Council held at Longdown Village Hall
on Monday 10" November 2025 at 7pm.

PRESENT ABSENT

Clir Charles Eden (Chairman) CliIr Chloe Bickley
Clir Louise Brind (Vice-Chair)

Clir Marion Bulley

Clir Graham Flood

CliIr Sir Henry Studholme

Clir Sharon Wood

IN ATTENDANCE: Two members of the public
District Cllr John Parrott, Jim Roberts (clerk and RFO)

1 Open Forum

The Chairman opened the meeting with a welcome to all. He invited the members of the
public to speak.

The first speaker is a resident of Longdown Straight and raised the issue of the speed of
traffic along the road. She read a prepared statement that gave evidence of the problems
and identified where the road becomes dangerous. There had been incidents with
motorcyclists, cars ending up on the verges as well as mnor colliaions. Sadly they had lost
three cats in 5 years that had been run over. This was of particular concern as there are so
many hidden driveways, many elderly residents and children have to cross daily to catch the
bus. The speaker had spoken to a neighbour who felt isolated as they couldn’t cross the
road. The speaker’s household had erected a fake speed trap and it has worked but further
measures were needed, particularly as there is a lack of streetlighting and pavements. Better
signage was also needed and the Council was urged to push for rumble strips and warning
signs of pedestrians, animals, elderly and children.

The vehicle-activated speed signs slowed traffic as they went past, but they soon picked up
speed again. The entrance to their property was near a crest where speeds were noticeably
fast. To get out onto the road they needed to pull out quickly and hope for the best.
Acknowledging that their suggestion would need finance the speaker offered to fund raise
and hoped DCC Highways and the police could be involved.

D/ClIr John Parrott had spoken to County Clir Alan Connett who suggested getting a record
of accidents, asking for police enforcement and possibly some community speed checks.
The speaker let the clerk know about the accidents. The clerk will ask the Neighbourhood
Highways Officer for another DCC speed check as the recent one’s results would have been
affected by a significant pothole near the cables.

The clerk will also invite the police to another meeting where this could be discussed further.
The econd speaker confirmed they had just come to listen.

2 Apologies
Clirs Bickley sent apologies due to an extremely busy weekend. Council
RESOLVED to accept the reasons given.

3 Declarations of Interests & Changes to Registers of Interests
No declarations of interests or changes. |
Chairman’s
4 Minutes Initials

Council RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 13t
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October 2025 as a true & correct record. The Chairman duly signed them.

5 Reports of the District and County Councillors

5.1 Devon County Council

C/ClIr Connett has sent his apologies. No report this month.

5.2 District Council

D/Clir Parrott reported that the newly elected councillor for the ward is Clir Kevin Smith. He
will be attending HB Parish Council meetings once his induction is complete, hopefully the
next meeting.

Teignbridge District Council is preparing budgets and there is a Town & Parish Council
Meeting on 18" December 2025.

TDC is also undertaking an Asset Review to reorganise and give Town & Parish Councils
the opportunity to take on certain assets that TDC owns.

TDC will hold a special meeting on 25" November to state its preferred otion for the Local
Government Review. There are several options being proposed by various Councils. TDC
will prefer the 1-4-5 option. The Devon option would keep Plymouth as is or expanded.
The final decision rests with the Government.

The Chairman reported that the opposing parties are getting heated with Exeter and Devon
sniping at one another. The suggestion is that the Government will want to link rural areas
to the nearest urban centres so housing can be pushed through.

D/Clir Parrott is very concerned to see the financial plans as he fears expensive rural
provision will suffer.

6 Village Concerns

6.1 Highways Matters

6.1.1 Dunsford Hill & Buddle Lane Roadworks

Council urged Highways to consider opening Doctors Walk temporarily while these works
are on as a diversionary route. This would make it possible for Holcombe Burnell &
neighbouring parishes to access Exeter without a very long and congested diversion. There
are implications for emergency services as well. D/ClIr Parrott will enquire with C/ClIr
Connett.

6.2.2. Kingsford Lane

A section of Kingsford Lane has been resurfaced at long last. There is some work to be
done. Council asked the clerk to email the neighbourhood Highways Officer to thank her for
the work done and ask about the section in the middle.

6.2 Grit Boxes

Clerk will report the grit boxes.

6.3 National Grid and Power Cuts

The village is still suffering power cuts and will continue to monitor the situation and alert the
National Grid management team.

6.4 Play Area paperwork and funds

Chairman is chasing this issue.

6.5 Remembrance Day

Clir Bulley confirmed that the wreath had been laid. Chairman expressed the Council’s
gratitude to Clir Bulley. A parishioner has asked about a planter for the war memorial.
Council RESOLVED to thank the parishioner and confirm that the Council supports this
action.

6.6 Councillor Training Course

Council RESOLVED to pay for Clir Wood to attend a Devon Communities
Together training course.

6.7 Preparation for 2025-26

Council was urged to consider necessary expenditure to be budgeted forat | ...
the next meeting in January. Chairman’s
Initials
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7 Planning & Consultations

7.1 Planning Decision

7.1.1 24/01853/FUL West Wheatley Farm Appeal self-build APPEAL DISMISSED
Council NOTED this decision.

7.2 Planning Application

7.2.2 25/01621/FUL Montgomery House, Higher Wheatley Farm
Additional storey & self-build dwelling.

Council RESOLVED to make no comment on this application
Consultation

7.2.1 Draft Weed Management Survey

Council had no comments to make on this application.

8 Reports

8.1 Clerk’s Report

The clerk reported that the January meeting will, as usual, be the budget meeting and Clirs
will need to include any expenditure needed up to April 2027.

8.2 Footpath Warden’s Report

Council asked the clerk to conform with the Footpath Warden that the plans had been
successfully passed on from Mike Long. The FW should also be aware that the Public
Rights of Way Officer for DCC has proposed improvements on the Church to Culver path
(FP1), bridge and boardwalk maintenance and replacement of a worn stile with a metal self-
closing pedestrian gate. Council welcomed these improvements.

8.3 Defibrillator Report

ClIr Bickley confirmed that the defib is working and has been reported to The Circuit.

8.4 Facebook items

Chairman will post about the traffic speed concerns.

9 Finance

9.1 Council NOTED the current balance of £ 18,895.15
9.2 Payments

Council RESOLVED to make the following payments:

9.2.1 Grounds Maintenance October works £ 140.00
9.2.2 Royal British Legion Remembrance Donation (Oct 2025 p2 para6.5) £ 50.00
9.2.3 J P Roberts clerk pay (October) £ 23542

Reimbursements: Pension Fund (October) £ 66.44 £ 264.76
9.2.4 HMRC for clerk’s PAYE Income Tax (October) £ 5280

10 Date of Next Meeting
Monday 12" January 2025 unless the date is changed because of police attendance.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8:43pm.

Clir C E G Eden, Chairman
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