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HOLCOMBE BURNELL PARISH COUNCIL 

  
MINUTES of the Meeting of Holcombe Burnell Parish Council held at Longdown Village Hall 
on Monday 9th June 2025 at 7.30pm. 
 

PRESENT        ABSENT    
Cllr Louise Brind (Vice-Chair)  Cllr Charles Eden (Chairman)  

 Cllr Chloe Bickley     Cllr Sharon Wood 
Cllr Marion Bulley        
Cllr Graham Flood  
Cllr Sir Henry Studholme   

 
IN ATTENDANCE:    2 members of the public, District Cllr John Parrott 

 Jim Roberts (Clerk and RFO)  
 
1  Open Forum    
A member of the public was concerned about the number and length of the recent power cuts 

(including 5 power cuts on a single day last week).  He had seen the engineers working and 

discussed the frequency of the cuts with them.  He was told that the heat of the day had 

knocked out the transformer.  He challenged this assertion as the maximum temperature was 

only 23°C.  The engineer advised that the  transformer is very old and there were issues with 

trees in the way of power lines.  The speaker had raised this with the National Grid and  

hoped that the Parish Council could take this up as well.  This would surely help as it would 

be more than one lone voice in the wilderness. 

Council believes the cuts have increased tenfold after the work to update the transformers 

along the straight. 

The clerk has contacted the National Grid and a reply is anticipated (it has been 

acknowledged). 

The second speaker thanked the Council for listening and explained the issues and problems 

with power cuts when working from home and the household includes very young children. 

Council asked the clerk to write again or phone the department and clarify the position as a 

matter of urgency.  Council will then consider escalating including to the MP. 

A log of power cuts is available by postcode on National Grid’s website.: 

 

2  Apologies  
Apologies had been received from Cllr Eden who had a diary clash and Cllr Wood could not 
attend due to a family issue.  Council RESOLVED to accept the reasons given. 

 
3  Declarations of Interests & Changes to Registers of Interests  
None 

  
4  Minutes  
Council RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting on 12th May 2025 as a true & 
correct record.  The Chair duly signed them. 
 
5  Reports of the District and County Councillors    
D/Cllr Kevin Lake sent apologies that he could not attend as he had to work 
away this evening. 
D/Cllr Parrott reported the following:  
Proposals for Local Government Reorganisation are going on behind the 
scenes.  He doesn’t expect to hear much about the plans for a few months.  
The District Councils’ preferred option is Plymouth and two unitaries to 
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cover Devon (South Hams, Torbay, Teignbridge & West Devon as one and Exeter, North & 
East Devon as the other).  Exeter City Council has put in a proposals to be a Unitary with 
expansion to include surrounding areas beyond the city to achieve the required population 
figures.  Devon County Council’s preferred option is a single unitary for the whole county.  It 
will ultimately be the Government’s decision, probably early next year.    
In the meantime it is business as usual at TDC and finance is being reviewed. 
D/Cllr Parrott also reminded the meeting that his community fund is available to non-Parish 
Council groups.   

 
6  Village Concerns      
6.1  Highways Matters  
6.1.1  Urgent item – notification had been received today that the surface dressing for will 
take place on Wednesday (11th).  There will be no road markings but driving on the finished 
surface is encouraged. 
6.1.2  Council asked the clerk to advise the NHO that the three priorities in the Parish are: 
Kingsford Farm to Barton Cross (resurfacing required due to the parlous state of the road). 
Chapel Hill drainage outside the village hall to North Pine House. 
Darnaford Lane from what3words locations  cakes.calls.panel  to  decide.help.await. 
6.2  Support for Volunteer Group 
Council congratulated the volunteers on the excellent work completed so far.  The work is 
ongoing.  
6.3  Speed Activated Signs Warranty  
Council agreed that the signs are effective and considered the best way to use them going 
forward.  The original manufacturer’s warranty has now expired and the company is offering 
to extend the warranty for £400 per year. 
Council RESOLVED not to buy warranties given the price and the good condition of the 
signs.  Council asked the clerk to price up a third camera as speeds had noticeably 
increased on the straight now that the sign had been moved.   
Council RESOLVED to move the Exeter-bound sign to the Crow’s Nest layby. 
Council RESOLVED to put aside the equivalent of the warranty cost towards replacement 
signs (£400 per year). 
6.4  Play Area funds 
Council still hopes to have the Memorandum of Understanding concerning the transfer of 
the Play Area from the Parish Council to the Longdown Village Hall Trust in 2023 will be  
signed soon.  Council is concerned that progress on play area issues is slow with an 
overflowing bin and Council is very keen that the repairs are made quickly.  This will be 
discussed next month when the Chairman is back.  For now Council decided not to sign the 
cheque for the Play Area funds see 10.2.2 below. 
6.5  Power Cuts   
Action decided in the Open Forum (see para 1 above). 

 
7  Planning  
7.1  Decisions 
Council NOTED the following decisions: 
25/00450/NPA   Barn at Foxmore  Change to dwelling  PRIOR APPROVAL GRANTED   
24/02090/AMD1  Trees, Perridge Lane  Amendmenr to roof height  REFUSED  
7.2   Appeal  
25/00020/REF  West Wheatley Farm EX6 7RX  Retention of self-build as 
dwelling 
Council RESOLVED to make no further comments on this appeal. 
7.3  Application  
24/02037/FUL  Greenhaven, Longdown Rd  Change of use to holiday 
accommodation. 
Council RESOLVED to make no comment on this application. 
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8  Annual Governance and Accountability Review 
8.1  AGAR Exemption  
Council RESOLVED to approve the Certificate of Exemption and the Chair and Clerk duly 
signed the document (see appendix A). 
8.2  AGAR Internal Audit   
The Internal Audit will be completed by the usual local auditor.           
8.3  AGAR Governance   
Council RESOLVED to approve the Annual Governance Statement for 2024-25.  The Chair 
duly signed the document (see appendix B). 
8.4  AGAR Accounting  
Council RESOLVED to approve the Annual Accounting Statement for 2024-25.  The Chair 
duly signed the document (see appendix C).  
8.5  Notice of Public Rights    
Council RESOLVED to approve the Notice of Public Rights (see appendix D). 

 
9  Reports        
9.1  Clerk’s Report 
The clerk reported that all items had been covered in the agenda for tonight’s meeting.  
9.2  Footpath Warden’s report  
The clerk understands that the potential new Footpath Warden is in touch with the outgoing 
Footpath Warden.  
9.3  Defibrillator report   
Cllr Bickley checked the Defib and updated The Circuit.           
9.4  Facebook items 
Cllr Bickley will post about the action taken on the power cuts.   

 
10  Finance 
10.1  Council noted the current balance of  £ 18,014,84 
10.2  Payments 
Council RESOLVED to make the following payments except 10.2.2 (see 6.4 above) 
10.2.1   Grounds Maintenance  May works          £   140.00 
10.2.2   LVHT   Play area payments for 2023-24, 2024-25 & 2025-26         £ 2,161.80 
10.2.3   A Booth  Footpaths maintenance     £   120.00  
10.2.4   L Brind  Costs of materials for refurb of the bus stop area   £   161.77 
10.2.5   J P Roberts  clerk pay (May)     £   201.69 

 Reimbursements:    Pension Fund (May)  £     64.36     
 Payment to DefibSpace for new pads   £     80.39 £   346.44 

10.2.6   HMRC for clerk’s PAYE Income Tax (May)    £     44.20 
  

11  Date of Next Meeting  
The next meeting will take place on  Monday 8th July 2024.  
 
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:16pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed   ………………………………………….…   Date   ………………………… 
             Cllr  C E G Eden, Chairman 
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