HOLCOMBE BURNELL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Meeting of Holcombe Burnell Parish Council held at Longdown Village Hall
on Monday 9" June 2025 at 7.30pm.

PRESENT ABSENT
Clir Louise Brind (Vice-Chair) Clir Charles Eden (Chairman)
Clir Chloe Bickley Clir Sharon Wood

Clir Marion Bulley
Clir Graham Flood
Clir Sir Henry Studholme

IN ATTENDANCE: 2 members of the public, District Clir John Parrott
Jim Roberts (Clerk and RFO)

1 Open Forum
A member of the public was concerned about the number and length of the recent power cuts

(including 5 power cuts on a single day last week). He had seen the engineers working and
discussed the frequency of the cuts with them. He was told that the heat of the day had
knocked out the transformer. He challenged this assertion as the maximum temperature was
only 23°C. The engineer advised that the transformer is very old and there were issues with
trees in the way of power lines. The speaker had raised this with the National Grid and
hoped that the Parish Council could take this up as well. This would surely help as it would
be more than one lone voice in the wilderness.

Council believes the cuts have increased tenfold after the work to update the transformers
along the straight.

The clerk has contacted the National Grid and a reply is anticipated (it has been
acknowledged).

The second speaker thanked the Council for listening and explained the issues and problems
with power cuts when working from home and the household includes very young children.
Council asked the clerk to write again or phone the department and clarify the position as a
matter of urgency. Council will then consider escalating including to the MP.

A log of power cuts is available by postcode on National Grid’s website.:

2 Apologies
Apologies had been received from Clir Eden who had a diary clash and Clir Wood could not
attend due to a family issue. Council RESOLVED to accept the reasons given.

3 Declarations of Interests & Changes to Registers of Interests
None

4 Minutes
Council RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting on 12" May 2025 as a true &
correct record. The Chair duly signed them.

5 Reports of the District and County Councillors

D/ClIr Kevin Lake sent apologies that he could not attend as he had to work
away this evening.

D/ClIr Parrott reported the following:

Proposals for Local Government Reorganisation are going on behind the
scenes. He doesn’t expect to hear much about the plans for a few months. | oo

The District Councils’ preferred option is Plymouth and two unitaries to Chliii;r.';fsn's
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cover Devon (South Hams, Torbay, Teignbridge & West Devon as one and Exeter, North &
East Devon as the other). Exeter City Council has put in a proposals to be a Unitary with
expansion to include surrounding areas beyond the city to achieve the required population
figures. Devon County Council’s preferred option is a single unitary for the whole county. It
will ultimately be the Government’s decision, probably early next year.

In the meantime it is business as usual at TDC and finance is being reviewed.

D/ClIr Parrott also reminded the meeting that his community fund is available to non-Parish
Council groups.

6 Village Concerns

6.1 Highways Matters

6.1.1 Urgent item — notification had been received today that the surface dressing for will
take place on Wednesday (11™). There will be no road markings but driving on the finished
surface is encouraged.

6.1.2 Council asked the clerk to advise the NHO that the three priorities in the Parish are:
Kingsford Farm to Barton Cross (resurfacing required due to the parlous state of the road).
Chapel Hill drainage outside the village hall to North Pine House.

Darnaford Lane from what3words locations cakes.calls.panel to decide.help.await.

6.2 Support for Volunteer Group

Council congratulated the volunteers on the excellent work completed so far. The work is
ongoing.

6.3 Speed Activated Signs Warranty

Council agreed that the signs are effective and considered the best way to use them going
forward. The original manufacturer’s warranty has now expired and the company is offering
to extend the warranty for £400 per year.

Council RESOLVED not to buy warranties given the price and the good condition of the
signs. Council asked the clerk to price up a third camera as speeds had noticeably
increased on the straight now that the sign had been moved.

Council RESOLVED to move the Exeter-bound sign to the Crow’s Nest layby.

Council RESOLVED to put aside the equivalent of the warranty cost towards replacement
signs (£400 per year).

6.4 Play Area funds

Council still hopes to have the Memorandum of Understanding concerning the transfer of
the Play Area from the Parish Council to the Longdown Village Hall Trust in 2023 will be
signed soon. Council is concerned that progress on play area issues is slow with an
overflowing bin and Council is very keen that the repairs are made quickly. This will be
discussed next month when the Chairman is back. For now Council decided not to sign the
cheque for the Play Area funds see 10.2.2 below.

6.5 Power Cuts

Action decided in the Open Forum (see para 1 above).

7 Planning

7.1 Decisions

Council NOTED the following decisions:

25/00450/NPA Barn at Foxmore Change to dwelling PRIOR APPROVAL GRANTED
24/02090/AMD1 Trees, Perridge Lane Amendmenr to roof height REFUSED

7.2 Appeal

25/00020/REF West Wheatley Farm EX6 7RX Retention of self-build as
dwelling

Council RESOLVED to make no further comments on this appeal.

7.3 Application

24/02037/FUL Greenhaven, Longdown Rd Change of use to holiday
accommodation. Chairman’s
Council RESOLVED to make no comment on this application. Initials
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https://publicaccess.teignbridge.gov.uk/online-applications/appealDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SVKYG0PZ07M00
https://publicaccess.teignbridge.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SOE1O2PZI9M00

8 Annual Governance and Accountability Review

8.1 AGAR Exemption

Council RESOLVED to approve the Certificate of Exemption and the Chair and Clerk duly
signed the document (see appendix A).

8.2 AGAR Internal Audit

The Internal Audit will be completed by the usual local auditor.

8.3 AGAR Governance

Council RESOLVED to approve the Annual Governance Statement for 2024-25. The Chair
duly signed the document (see appendix B).

8.4 AGAR Accounting

Council RESOLVED to approve the Annual Accounting Statement for 2024-25. The Chair
duly signed the document (see appendix C).

8.5 Notice of Public Rights

Council RESOLVED to approve the Notice of Public Rights (see appendix D).

9 Reports

9.1 Clerk’s Report

The clerk reported that all items had been covered in the agenda for tonight’s meeting.

9.2 Footpath Warden’s report

The clerk understands that the potential new Footpath Warden is in touch with the outgoing
Footpath Warden.

9.3 Defibrillator report

CliIr Bickley checked the Defib and updated The Circuit.

9.4 Facebook items

Clir Bickley will post about the action taken on the power cuts.

10 Finance

10.1 Council noted the current balance of £ 18,014,84

10.2 Payments

Council RESOLVED to make the following payments except 10.2.2 (see 6.4 above)

10.2.1 Grounds Maintenance May works £ 140.00
10.2.3 A Booth Footpaths maintenance £ 120.00
10.2.4 L Brind Costs of materials for refurb of the bus stop area £ 161.77
10.2.5 J P Roberts clerk pay (May) £ 201.69
Reimbursements: Pension Fund (May) £ 64.36
Payment to DefibSpace for new pads £ 8039 £ 346.44
10.2.6 HMRC for clerk’s PAYE Income Tax (May) £ 44.20

11 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will take place on Monday 8" July 2024.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:16pm.

Clir C E G Eden, Chairman
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Appendix A

Certificate of Exemption — AGAR 2024/25 Form 2

To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross
expenditure did not exceed £25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2025, and that
wish to certify themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of the
Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015

There is no requirement to have a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Govemance and
Accountability Return to the external auditor, provided that the authority has certified itself as exempt at a
meeting of the authority after 31 March 2025 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitted no
later than 30 June 2025 notifying the external auditor.

Holcombe Bumell Parish CountiPicombe Bumell Parish Council

certifies that during the financial year 2024/25, the higher of the authority’s total gross income for the
year or total gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed £25,000

Total annual gross income for the authority 2024/25: 9124
Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2024/25: 7549

There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited
assurance review will still be required. If an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it
cannot certify itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Retun
Form 3 to the external auditor to undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of £210 +VAT will be payable.
By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:
» The authority was in existence on 1st April 2021
« In relation to the preceding financial year (2023/24), the external auditor has not:
+ issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it
» made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it
+ issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1(1) of Schedule 8 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014 (“the Act”), and has not withdrawn the notice
» commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of the Act
= made an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, and
the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration
« The court has not declared an item of account untawful after a person made an appeal under section 28(3) of the Act.

If the above statements apply and the authority neither received gross income, nor incurred gross expenditure,
exceeding £25,000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy submitted to the external auditor
either by email or by post (not both).

The Annual Internal Audit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and,

along with a copy of this certificate, published on the authority website/webpage* before 1 July 2025.

Signing this certificate confirms the authority will comply with the publication requirements.

Signed by the Responsible Fin: | Officer Date I confirm that this Centificate of
2—%& DA0R2008 L 04 | e e B Y 0910612025
Signed by Chair Date as recorded in minute reference:
Jc\_ N_ 09/06/2025 2025-0b p2 parm 2.1
Generic email address of Authority Telephone number
clerkhb@yahoo.co0.uk 07768 457590
*Published web address

www.https:/flongdownvillage.com/parishcouncil/about/
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Appendix B

We acknowledge as the members of:

managoment during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements.

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial |

Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2024/25

Holcombe Burnell Parish Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of intemnal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025, that:

prepared ils accounting statements in accordance
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

made proper arrangements and accepled rosponsibility
for safeguarding the public money and resources in
its charge.

L od

We 100k all reasonable steps 1o assure ourseives
that there are no matters of actual or potential
non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on the ability of this authority to conduct its
business or manage s finances.

has only done what it has the legal power [0 do and has
compiied with Proper Practices in doing so.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Reguiations.,

during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity fo
inspect and ask questions about this authonty’s accounts.

5. We carried out an of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps 1o manage those
risks, including the introduction of intermal controls and/or
external insurance cover where required,

considernd and documented the financial and other risks it
faces and deall with them properly.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of intermal audit of the accounting
records and control systems,

arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial
controls and procedures, 10 give an objective view on whether
internal controis meet the neods of this smallor authorlly.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from internal and extemnal audit.

responded 1o matters brought to its attention by intemai and
extornal sudkt.

8. We considered whether any litigation, abiities or
commitments, events of transactions, occurring either
during or after the year-ond, have a financal impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
In the accounting statements,

RIRER I T

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountabilty
responsibilities for the fund(sVassets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

disclosed everything & should have about its business actvly
during the year including events taking place afler the yoar
end if relevant.

has met all of s responsibiies where as a body
corporate il is a sole managing trustee of a local trust
or frusts.

v’

been published.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a

The authority website/webpage is up to date and the information required by the Transparency Code has Yes

*For any statement to which the response is ‘no’, an explanation must be published

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where

meeting of the authority on: approval was given:
09/06/2025 'i B&
and recorded as minute reference: Chair 2
25-0 ¢3 poar 83 4 e =
2025-cle ¢35 poar Sk
Information required by the Transparency Code (not part of the Annual Governance Statement)

www.https://longdownvillage.com/parishcouncil/about/

Page |5

2025-06

Chairman’s
Initials




Appendix C

Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2024/25 for
Holcombe Burnell Parish Council

under g Anancral records

1. Balances brought l Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year

forward 14,491 12,053 as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
Box 7 of previous year.
2. (+) Precept or Rates and Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies)
Levies 7,915 8,940 received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.
3. (+) Total other receipts Total income or receipls as recorded in the cashbook less
1,742 184 the precept or ratesflevies received (line 2). Include any
granls received.
4. (-) Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
3426 3.616 of all employees. Include gross salanes and wages,
’ - employers NI contnibutions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.
5. (-) Loan interest/capital Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
repayments 0 0 made during the year on the authority’s borrowings (if any).
6. (-) All other payments Total expendiure or payments as recorded in the cash-
8,669 3,933 book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
repayments (line 5).
7. (=) Balances carried Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
forward 12,053 13,628 equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6),
8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term investments 12,052 13,630 | holdings and short term investments heid as at 31 March -
To agree with bank reconciliation.
9. Total fixed assets plus The value of all the property the authonty owns - it is made
long term investments 15,450 15,450 up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at
and assets 31 March.

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans

0 0 from third parties (including PWLB).

For Local Councils Only

112. Disclosure note re Trust funds I The Council, as a body corporate, acls as sole trustee and

(including charitable) is responsible for managing Trust funds or assets.
11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds ‘ The figures in the accounting statements above
(including charitable) exciude any Trust transactions.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2025 the Accounting | | confirm that these Accounting Statements were
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability approved by this authority on this date:
payments or income and expenditure basis following the
guidance in Governance and Accountability for Smaller
Authorities — a Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and

as recorded in minute reference:
present fairly the financial position of this authority. r n miny e

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being | 2025-9b p3 pam 3.4
presented to the authority for a val
@ e Signed by Chair of the meeting where the
x Accounting Statements were approved
o 09/06/2025 4
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Appendix D

HOLCOMBE BURNELL PARISH COUNCIL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY
RETURN (EXEMPT AUTHORITY)

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 20245

Local Audit and Accountabllity Act 2014 Sections 25, 26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234)

NOTICE

1. Date of announcement 10" June 2025

2. Each year the smaller authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR). The AGAR has been
published with this notice. It will not be reviewed by the appointed auditor, since the smaller authority has certified itself as
exempt from the appointed auditor’s review.

Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the AGAR, the accounting records for the financial year
to which it relates and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records
must be made available for inspection by any person interested. For the year ended 31 March 202§ these documents will
be available on reasonable notice by application to:

Jim Roberts
Clerk to Holcombe Burnell Parish Council

10 The Glebe, Thorverton
EXETER EX55LS

commencingon  Wednesday 11" June 2025

andendingon  Tuesday 22" July 2025

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have:
« The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting records; and

. Therigmtom&aanob)oeﬁonwmchconmamm«hmpedofwmchMappowwaudloroouldmmaiwamuk:
mmmuappfywmwmforadedmﬁonmamitemohooountismlawful.Writtennoﬁcecfanobjoeﬁonmua
fntbogivmtotfnauditotwdaoomsoﬂtomemmwthoﬁty.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for this purpose between the above dates only.

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is only subject to review by the appointed auditor if questions or objections raised under
the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 lead to the involvement of the auditor. The appointed auditor is:

PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team)
15 Westferry Circus

Canary Wharf

London E14 4HD

Flfer=T

5. This announcement is made by

............................

Jim Roberts, clerk

Chairman’s
Initials
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