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HOLCOMBE BURNELL PARISH COUNCIL 
  
 
MINUTES of the Meeting of Holcombe Burnell Parish Council held at Longdown Village Hall 
on Monday 8th September 2025 at 7pm. 
 

PRESENT        ABSENT    
Cllr Charles Eden (Chairman)    
Cllr Chloe Bickley  
Cllr Louise Brind (Vice-Chair)     
Cllr Marion Bulley  
Cllr Graham Flood     
Cllr Sir Henry Studholme  
Cllr Sharon Wood 

 
IN ATTENDANCE:   County Cllr Alan Connett, Footpath Warden,  

Jim Roberts (Clerk and RFO)  
 
 
1  Open Forum    
Council was very disappointed that the manager from the National Grid was called away 

within 90 minutes of the time he was due to attend.  Council asked the clerk to email a reply 

asking for concrete plans to improve Longdown’s network by the October meeting explaining 

how Holcombe Burnell Parish residents and those in surrounding areas will see a cessation 

in the power cuts.  Council hopes that the meeting could be called earlier and the clerk will 

see if the NG representative is available at 7:30pm on Monday 29th  September 2025.  

No members of the public present. 

 

2  Apologies  
None. 

 
3  Declarations of Interests & Changes to Registers of Interests  
No declarations of interests or changes. 
  
4  Minutes  
Council RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 14th July 2025 as a true & 
correct record.  The Chairman duly signed them. 
 
5  Reports of the District and County Councillors    
5.1  Devon County Council 
Council NOTED C/Cllr Alan Connett’s written report: 

I have written to the National Audit Office asking it to investigate the Government's decision NOT to 
commission independent research to assess the costs and likely savings from the re-organisation of 
Local Government.  In Devon and other places, the Government has ordered the scrapping of district 
and county councils.  By the end of November, new plans must be submitted to Government setting 
out proposals for new Unitary, or super councils, to serve Devon. These unitary councils combine all 
the functions of the existing district and county councils. 



P a g e  | 2 2 0 2 5 - 0 9  

It appears the Government relied on a report published in 2020 by the County Council Network (CCN) 
on likely costs and savings. The CCN has since revised its figures and believe the 
costs could be as much as £850m for the reorganisation of councils nationally 
and with possibly no savings. 
In Devon alone, it is estimated by others that the cost of change could range 
between £30million and £50million. 
From 5th September, Forestry England has introduced parking charges at the 
Mamhead car park.  They say they need to do this to bring in income to support 
forestry work. 
The likely impact, I fear, is that more people will park on the roads nearby to avoid 
the charges.  I have written to Devon County Council asking if they had been 
consulted by Forestry England before the charges were brought in.  We no doubt all remember the 
dreadful situation at Haldon, near the main Forest Park car park, of cars parked all along the road and 
that parking restrictions had to be brought in. I hope, though doubt, we can avoid the same problems 
at Mamhead.  The Mamhead charges are, for two hours, £1. There is no exemption for Blue Badge 
Holders.  The local Haldon Forest Pass does not apply at the Mamhead car park.  I have written to 
Forestry England asking them to reconsider this decision. 
The Dawlish Road from the Devon Hotel to Alphington (including walking to Matford Brook Academy) 
is currently national speed limit from the Devon Hotel end towards Exeter.  With new homes now built 
and occupied, I am working with Devon County Council to get the speed limit cut, especially bearing in 
mind that without pavements, more people will be walking and cycling along this route.  I am also 
following up safe walking for children going from the new development on the Alphington side, to the 
Matford Brook Academy.  Devon County Council tell them that street lighting is to be provided by the 
developers and I have asked when that is expected to be. 
The unauthorised encampment in the old car park at Haldon continues. I have chased Teignbridge 
Council regarding the planning enforcement action and Devon County Council as landowner, to take 
action.  The car park has, I recall, now been used without consent for around two years. 
It does seem that utility firms and their contractors give every appearance on treating our roads as 
though no-one else needs to use them, get to school or work.  Recent works at Exminster have 
brought home the very great frustration when traffic is left to queue adding delay and frustration to 
everyone's day.  I raised the issue of who controls Devon's roads at the Devon County Council 
meeting on 4th September. 
In particular, I referred to current works in Exminster, the situation in Whitestone, the series of summer 
closures in Longdown and the previous matter in Kennford where road repairs took ages to be, well, 
properly repaired! 
 I'm sure we all understand that in an emergency, the utilities have to get on with the job. The law 
allows utilities to work on the roads and in an emergency to do so without notice to the County 
Council. However, they do have to inform the County Council within two hours of work starting.  The 
follow-on issues about diversion routes, school and public buses seem, to me at least, not to be fully 
considered. I have raised this with the County Council, in the hope we can improve co-ordination for 
the future. 
Work is taking place to deal with the drainage on the Cofton Bend (A379 Starcross) and resurface the 
road. the work is being done at night with a  
road closure. I have been asked if highways have put in new drains under the road. Below is the reply 
I received: 
"Yes the drainage issue has been resolved here as far as we can tell (a very dry summer has meant 
little chance to make sure things are working).  We carried out some extensive ditching works in the 
area which revealed an existing drain which was completely blocked and was not on our records.  We 
were able to uncover the outfall of this drain and get it working again.  We are confident that this will 
resolve the issues that were being experienced but will of course monitor the situation."  
Devon is on course to 'auto-enroll' all children who are eligible for free school meals but may not be 
claiming them, by the end of October.  Normally, free school meals are provided upon application. 
However, other councils have moved to auto enrolment - recognising that not all parents are online 
and able to apply.  The benefit is that children get a school dinner, it helps the families and it also 
helps the schools.  This is because the school receives an additional 'pupil premium' payment for each 
child receiving a free school meal.  I really welcome this approach being taken by the County Council. 
Many families will be helped, and children will benefit. 
A new Strategic Plan, setting out the key priorities for the county council over the next four years was 
approved when the council met on 4th September.  The Plan was developed with input from County 
Councillors, the Devon Youth Council and interim findings from the New Devon survey which has been 
running since July to ask people for their views on local authority services. It has a clear focus on 
children and young people across all of its priorities and we will seek regular feedback from the Devon 
Youth Council. A separate Strategic Plan is also being developed for Devon Children, Young People 
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and Family Wellbeing. There are six priorities and a series of commitments will 
ensure delivery of the plan. An annual report on progress will also be 
published.  More information via this link.  
A countywide ban on student smartphone use during the school day from the start of 
the next academic year in September 2026 has moved a step closer after our 
councillors overwhelmingly endorsed the principle.  The motion, which I voted in 
favour of, was put forward at the County Council meeting on 4th September by my 
colleague Councillor Graham Bell. It sought to reflect “the administration’s 
commitment to putting children’s wellbeing first”, with the aim of ensuring that nearly 
40,000 pupils in Devon’s maintained schools are better protected from digital 
distraction, isolation, and harm.  Councillors raised concerns that smartphones are a 
growing source of distraction which leads to a number of issues including bullying, sleep disruption, 
and anxiety.  The County Council will support the Smartphone Free Childhood (SFC) campaign and 
will aim to carry out a consultation before the start of the Spring Term with results be analysed by 
February 2026. 

C/Cllr Connett emphasised that the Local Government Reorganisation will cost DCC £50m.  
He offered to email the Chief Executive of National Grid about the non-appearance of the 
manager.  Council gratefully accepted this offer.   
C/Cllr Connett invited questions from the Council and addressed the issue of the junction at 
Pocombe Bridge.  He is very dissatisfied that this matter is now approaching 5 years since 
its inception.  He is waiting for a response from Highways which is currently within a 10-day 
window. 
The only news is Exeter is consulting on its options, Devon is still discussing and finalising 
proposals.   
It is not expected that this project will be reduced in priority due to the recent Cabinet 
reshuffle.  Decision in spring 2026, 2027 elections to the new shadow authority, live in 2028. 
Steps Bridge will not be closing in a week’s time, this work is postponed to 2026.  The hill is 
still moving and this is hindering a solution.  The Chairman observed that it has been a 
difficult summer for roadworks with roads seemingly closed unnecessarily or both lanes 
closed when only one lane closure seemed to have been required.  Council agreed with 
C/Cllr Connett that more inspectors were needed. 

        [C/Cllr Connett left the meeting at 7:49pm] 
5.2  District Council 
D/Cllr Parrott sent apologies that he could not attend due to a clash with his own Parish 
Council meeting.  He offered his assistance with any District Council issues the Parish 
Council wished to raise.  He also reminded the Parish that organisations could apply for 
small grants (up to £200) from his Locality Budget for community initiatives. 
 
6  Village Concerns      
6.1  Highways Matters  
6.1.1  Council is concerned about the unauthorised 30mph sign that appeared on the 
Straight and a mannequin in hi-viz to imitate an official.  The Neighbourhood Highways 
Officer had dealt with the signs.   
The white lines at Pocombe Bridge still need repainting and there is excessive vegetation 
growth at the junction of the Old Tedburn Rd and the B3212.   
The Chairman confirmed that Highways are investigating the water flows near Castle View. 
Council will check the grit boxes to confirm that supplies of grit are adequate. 
From 22-27 September Kingsford Lane will be closed to allow for 75mm nominal depth 
resurfacing.     
6.2  Power Cuts 
This item had been discussed in para 1 above. 
6.3  Support for Volunteer Group 
Cllr Brind reported that it’s an ongoing process and is now subject to the weather.  The next 
stages are for the guttering and water butt to be installed and the troughs to be built.  There 
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will also be a new framed map displayed.  Cllr Brind also advised that the telephone kiosk 
will be removed on 11th September. 
6.4  Play Area funds 
Council has been provided with a Deed of Surrender for the transfer of the 
Play Area by the Longdown Village Hall Trust.   
Council RESOLVED that the Chairman will sign the Deed of Surrender for 
the Play Area Lease and he duly did so.  The cheque will be handed over 
once the document is fully signed by all parties. 
 
 
6.5  Vehicle-Activated Signs (VAS)  
The new sign will be installed on 12th Sept 2025 on the village-bound side of the straight 
and set to 40mph. 
6.6  Grant Request from Citizens Advice 
Council declined this request due to the limited funds available. 
 
7  Planning & Consultations  
7.1  Planning Decisions  
Council NOTED the following decisions: 
7.1.1  24/01463/COND1  Building at NGR 285041 91969    CONDITIONS AMENDED 
7.1.2  25/00878/AGR  Kingsford Farm  Agri. building  PRIOR APPROVAL REFUSED 
7.1.3  24/02037/FUL  Greenhaven  Convert store to holiday let  REFUSED 
7.2  Consultations 
7.2.1  Exeter City Council’s Local Government Reorganisation Plans 
Council did not view being part of a wider Exeter Council as a positive move, although it 
might lead to opportunities to lobby to access the city whereas currently it seems that no 
regard for their rural neighbours is taken into account.  On balance Council prefers to 
remain with a rural authority rather than a city authority.  Clerk to action.    
7.2.2  Teignbridge Local Plan 2020-2040 Modifications Consultation    
Council discussed the modifications and were concerned about the traffic measures taken  
because of Markham Village (EE1) at Ide roundabout and Ide Village Rd and Markham 
Lane.  The impact of the development on traffic volumes is significant and hampers 
Holcombe Burnell residents ability to access Exeter.  Very severe delays often occur at Ide 
roundabout, already noted in the plan as a problem.  Council is not convinced that the plans 
will cope.  The traffic measures are demonstrably inadequate with an aging population in 
both Ide & Longdown and the approach to replace traffic problems with cycling/pedestrian 
access is unlikely to resolve the already difficult transport issues. 
7.2.3  Teignbridge Statement of Licensing Policy   30th September 2025 
Council noted this policy but had no comment to make. 
 
8  Reports        
8.1  Clerk’s report 
The Clerk reported the following: 
TDC are holding a Neighbourhood Planning Drop-in Session for Town and Parish Councils 
on 22nd September at Bovey Tracey.  The Chairman will attend this event. 
TDC have advised that the Community Infrastructure Levy Charging Schedule will be 
subject to examination in the usual way and this would take place on 30th September.  
Council is content that TDC will satisfy the Examiner and do not feel a Cllr’s attendance is 
necessary. 
The Internal Audit for 2024-25 (see Appendix A) had identified a wages miscalculation by 
the clerk in his retrospective application of the backpay in January 2025 resulting in an 
overpayment of £11.34.  He had also made an arithmetic miscalculation in June’s pay 
resulting in an underpayment of £19.30.  The clerk apologised to the Council for these 
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mistakes and this month’s wages have been adjusted accordingly.  A full explanation of the 
errors was included in the documentation for the payment. 
8.2  Footpath Warden’s report  
Council welcomed the new Footpath Warden and he has seen the map and 
will start checking all of the footpaths.  Council flagged up that the path past 
the Church had some overgrown vegetation and some works were done.  
The Footpath Warden welcomed any issues with the Parish’s paths.      
8.3  Defibrillator report  
Cllr Bickley confirmed that the defib is working and has been reported to 
The Circuit. 
8.4  Facebook items 
The Chairman will post about the National Grid meeting 
 
9  Finance 
9.1  Council NOTED the current balance of  £ 15,914.42. 
9.2  Payments 
Council RESOLVED to make the following payments:  
9.2.1   Grounds Maintenance  July and August works        £   280.00 
9.2.2   LVHT  Play area payments for 2023-24, 2024-25 & 2025-26    £ 2161.80 
9.2.3   Cllr Brind  Materials for bus stop refurbishment    £     82.23  
9.2.4   J P Roberts  clerk pay (July and August)    £   387.43 

  Reimbursements:    Pension Fund (July and August) £   128.72     £   516.15 
9.2.5   HMRC for clerk’s PAYE Income Tax (July and August)    £     88.40 
 
10  Date of Next Meeting –  
The next meeting will be held at 7:30pm on Monday 13th October 2025.  This could include 
a session with the National Grid beforehand (at 7pm) unless this can be arranged for 29th 
September. 
  
 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8:54pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed   ………………………………………….…   Date   ………………………… 
             Cllr  C E G Eden, Chairman 
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 Appendix A     2024-25 AGAR Internal Audit  
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